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10. Safety instructions and Maintenance
10.1 Safety instructions

The operator has to take corresponding safety 
precautions that will exclude dangers to per-
sons and material by rotating drive shafts or 
their components. 

The user or operator hast to observe the legal 
safety regulations and has to make arrange-
ments before beginning the maintenance-
work.

10.2 General maintenance information

ELBE drive shafts will be delivered as fully fi -
nished power units, are ready for use greased 
and balanced. To guarantee the characteristics 
specifi ed in the documentation the condition 
upon delivery may not be changed. 

The maintenance-cycle of the drive shafts 
depends particularly on the application con-
ditions.

Above-average load, variations in tempera-
ture and the effect of dirt and water render 
it necessary to observe shorter maintenance 
intervals to guarantee the safe and effi cient 
application.

We recommend coordinating the inspection 
intervals of the drive shafts with the ones of 
other machine parts or with the service inter-

vals of the machine or of the vehicle.

Inspection and maintenance are required at 
least once a year.

Application field control and maintenance intervals length extension
 Joint 

Commercial vehicles in street application 50.000 km or 1 year maintenance-free

Commercial vehicles in street- and territory application 25.000 km or 6 months maintenance-free

Commercial vehicles in pure construction-site and territory application 10.000 km or 1 month maintenance-free or 100 hours

Earth-moving and construction machines 250 operating hours or 1 month maintenance-free or 100 hours

Stationary plant and machines construction 500 operating hours or 3 months maintenance-free or 3 months

• On working on the drive-shafts the drive 
has to be in quiescent condition
– set down engine and secure, so that the 
drive can’t be activated unauthorised by a 
third person.

• Installation, assembly and maintenance 
work may be performed only by 
competent personnel.

• When installing and disassembling and 
when transporting of the drive shafts don’t 
reach into the joints to avoid contusions 
caused by tilting fl anges or compon-
ents. Take suitable measures to avoid that 
drive-shafts-shares slide apart uninten-
tionally and cause injuries or damage.

• Fast mode or/and long shafts should be 
lined with protection devices like safety 
shackle and guard and protected against 
touching or point potential dangers explici-
tly out.

• Don’t place weights onto shafts in stand-
still, don’t place, hang or fasten tools or 
other objects on the shafts.

To avoid damages or dangers observe the fol-
lowing basic information:

• The permitted operating speed may not 
be exceeded. 

• Don’t exceed the permitted angle of 
defl ection.

• In case of shafts with length extension 
the maximum permitted X-value may not 
be exceeded. It is recommended to use 1/3 
of the complete length extension. 

• The drive shaft has to be checked regularly 
for modifi ed running noises and vibra-
tions and if necessary to check the chan-
ging of the joint slackness and of the 
length extension in standstill.

• The balance status of drive shafts may 
not be changed. 

• Don’t make modifi cations or unauthorized 
repairs without the written approval of 
the manufacturer, as dangers for humans 
and material result and any claim of war-
ranty becomes void.

• Drive shafts may not be cleaned with 
pressure water or steam jet to avoid da-
mage of the seals and to prevent the pene-
tration of water and dirt. 

• When cleaning don’t use aggressive 
cleanser.

• Protect plastics-coated profi les and 
sliding surfaces against mechanical, ther-
mal and chemical damages. Sliding sur-
faces for seals have to be covered before 
colouring.

• The drive shafts may only be installed in 
fl uid or solid media with written approval 
of the manufacturer.

• Local heating of the drive shafts (e. g.
fl ame cleaning of colour residues) must not 
be carried out to avoid signifi cant changes 
of the true running characteristics.


